Introduction
The sea urchin Tripneustes gratilla (Linnaeus 1758) is a highvalue resource in many countries including the Philippines. The world production of sea urchins reached its peak in 1995 with an estimated 120,306 tons fresh weight (Andrew et al. 2002) . However, due to its high economic value, many fisheries in the world have become over harvested and depleted. T. gratilla fishery in Bolinao, Pangasinan in northwestern Philippines is a case study of a communal resource exploited without the export market (TalaueMcManus and Kesner, 1995) . Unregulated har vesting and high market demand for export at the time led to a collapse of the multimillion-peso fishery in 1992.
How ever, the grow out and restocking efforts of the Uni 
Preliminary observations on the recruitment variability in

Materials and Methods
Study Areas
The study was conducted as part of an ongoing project in three marine biogeographic regions in the Philippines, South China Sea (Northwestern Luzon, NL), Mindanao Sea (Northern Mindanao, NM) and Celebes Sea (Southern 
Sampling
To determine changes in densities and size structure of 
Data Analysis
The mean density (number of individuals per 100 m 2 )
per region was computed based on eighteen (18) 100 m 2 replicate belt transects. This also included densities of the early benthic recruits observed under the microscope.
Analysis of variance (ANOVA) was conducted to deter To compare the degree of variability in mean sea surface temperature, the coefficient of variation (CV) were determined for each region. Correlation analysis was also done to determine the possible relationship between sea surface temperature readings and the density of recruits in the three regions. 
Results
Density
Size Frequency Distribution
The size frequency distributions (SFD) of T. gratilla in the three regions are shown in Figure 5 . The SFD during the 11month sampling period generally showed a uni modal distribution throughout most months. Recruitment is also dependent on the availability of larval supply for settlement and metamorphosis, which The continuation of the monitoring of the population 
